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HUNGARIAN PRESIDENCY OF THE EU
Hungary took over from Belgium as Presidency of the EU Council of Ministers

On 1.1.11, Hungary succeeded to Belgium as Presidency of the Council of EU Ministers for the next 6 months (until 30.6.2011). However, Belgium will continue to chair the Transport Working Groups on Maritime on behalf of Hungary. 
Transport Council’s meetings are scheduled to be held respectively on 31 March (Brussels) and on 16 July 2011 (Luxembourg), whereas the Informal Transport Council meeting, which was devoted to the forthcoming TEN-T policy review, took place in Budapest and Gödöllő (Hungary) on 7-8 February. 
Amongst the priorities of the Hungarian Presidency in the field of transport policy are the policy debate and Council conclusions (expected for June 2011) on the forthcoming White Paper on the EU transport policy 2011–2020 as well as the TEN-T revised guidelines.

EU ACTION ON REDUCING GREENHOUSE GASES FROM SHIPS
High Level Platform on reducing greenhouse gases from ships (03.02.11)


On 3 February, European Commission Vice-President and Transport Commissioner Siim Kallas and Climate Action Commissioner Connie Hedegaard convened a meeting of a High Level Platform on reducing greenhouse gases from ships, bringing together MEPs, government representatives and invited industry advisers. The purpose of the meeting was to investigate ways and means for an acceptable solution in IMO in order to avoid regional measures. Next meeting is planned end of May and another meeting will be organised depending on the developments in IMO.
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European Commission Vice-President and Transport Commissioner Siim Kallas (on the left) 
and Climate Action Commissioner Connie Hedegaard (on the right) - Credit © European Union, 2011

ECCP Working Group SHIPS Meeting (8-9 February)

According to the EU's climate and energy legislation, measures to include maritime transport emissions in the EU's greenhouse gas reduction commitment will be worked out if no international rules agreed by end 2011. DG CLIMA has convened a series of stakeholder meetings under the ECCP (EU Climate Change Programme) Working Group SHIPS, to provide input to the Commission in its work to develop and assess options for the inclusion of international maritime transport in the EU's greenhouse gas reduction commitment. The EC proposal should be made in 2012 together with the delivery of an impact assessment.

ECSA and ICS participate in the meetings of the ECCP Working group SHIPS. During the above meetings the vast majority of participants advocated for an international flag-blind agreement in IMO.
TEN-T POLICY REVIEW
Informal Transport Council meeting of 07-8 February

The planning methodology and financing of the TEN-T were discussed at the Informal Transport Council meeting convened by the Hungarian Presidency on 7-8 February in Budapest, in view of the adoption of the Commission legislative proposal on the revised TEN-T guidelines (expected for June 2011). 

EU transport ministers gave their “green light” to the planning methodology of the TEN-T network presented by the Commission in a working document which lays down the criteria applicable for selecting the infrastructure for the central and secondary networks of the TEN-T. On the basis of the Council discussions, the Commission plans to continue its work in close cooperation with the Member States to update the comprehensive network and to draft a new ''core network''. 

According to the Commission Working Document, the core network will be a combination of principle “hubs” (cities, ports, airports, conurbations) and links (rail, road, navigable waterways) in Europe. These two elements are prioritised on the basis of their importance to passenger traffic, freight transport or both. In terms of freight traffic, the Commission's working paper gives the priority to ports handling at least 1% of the total volume of cargo handled in all European ports, either for bulk or non-bulk. The ports of the island countries or those of the NUTS1 regions (3-7 million inhabitants) with access to the sea may also, under certain conditions, be selected as primary hubs. All ports identified as primary must be directly linked (by road, rail or water) to the central network. 
The comprehensive network will consist principally of a readjustment of the existing TEN-T, on the basis of requirements in terms of interoperability, population density or transport flows. For the comprehensive network, the Commission proposes to include all ports that annually handle at least 1 ‰ of the total average volume handled in all European ports, either for bulk or non-bulk, or for passengers.

During the ongoing discussion on TEN-T, ECSA has stressed the necessity to invest in port infrastructure and hinterland connections. This is valid for both the core and the comprehensive network.

EU SANCTIONS AGAINST IVORY COAST
Implications for shipping

By means of Council Regulation 25/2011 of 14 January 2011 (effective as from 15 January), the EU has amended the existing restrictive measures against Côte d’Ivoire, as a reaction to last November’s disputed election in the country. The Regulation includes a long list of persons, entities and institutions doing business with, and making payments to, is prohibited. The list of entities includes the Autonomous Port of Abidjan and the Autonomous Port of San Pedro. Individual Member States are responsible for the implementation and eventual penalties. 

The implication is that it is prohibited paying port dues and fees for EU registered vessels, vessels operated by EU established companies, as well as any payments by EU citizens, making calls at the said ports impossible. The matter is complex and not all implications seem to have been thought through. Some (temporary) derogations by Member States do not offer the necessary protection and on an equal basis. ECSA emphasized that the financial impact on EU shipping outstrips by far the eventual loss of income by the said ports; this not even taking into account the loss for trade in goods. Member States are considering possible solutions.
EU ADVANCE CARGO DECLARATION REGIME
Mandatory application as from 01.01.11- Grace period by MS

As from 01.01.2011, the EU advance cargo declaration regime applies mandatorily. Because of severe delays in the implementation of IT systems by Member States, a grace period might be given to traders within which no penalties will be applied to them. This will be done at national level by each individual Member States.

EMSA STAND-BY OIL SPILL RECOVERY VESSELS
New procurement procedure

EMSA was tasked in April 2004 to 'support on request with additional means, in a cost efficient way, the pollution response mechanisms of Member States'. The primary objective of the stand-by oil spill response vessel service is to protect the coastlines of EU Member States.
On 31/01/11, a new procurement procedure for stand-by oil spill recovery vessels was launched by EMSA to strengthen its network in the following geographical areas: 

· Baltic Sea

· Central Mediterranean Sea

· Bay of Biscay

· Western Mediterranean Sea

· Black Sea. 

To date the Agency has signed fourteen service contracts for Stand-by Oil Spill Response Vessels with private companies. These vessels are engaged in their usual commercial activities within a certain area. In case of emergency they can be mobilised at short notice (typically 24 hours) and transformed into oil recovery ships.

Open Information Meetings about the tender will be held during February in different areas. More details concerning the venues and dates can be seen in the following link http://www.emsa.europa.eu/end182d272.html 
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The logo of the European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) Credit © European Union, 2011

DEVELOPMENTS IN THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

Plenary session (17-21/01/11)

At the January plenary session, MEPs adopted the report by Michael Gahler (EPP, Germany) entitled “A sustainable EU policy for the High North” which calls for a new EU policy for the Arctic region, taking into account new possibilities for shipping due to melting ice. Following the opinions of various Committees (including TRAN), on 20/1 the EP also adopted a resolution on the Commission's 2009 competition policy report.

Committee on Transport and Tourism (TRAN)

End January, TRAN Committee’s members held an exchange of views with Belgian State Secretary for Mobility Mr Schouppe and Hungarian State Minister for Transport Mr Völner (respectively on behalf of the Belgian and Hungarian Presidency). While reporting back on the Belgian Presidency's achievements projects, Mr Schouppe stressed that the ground had been laid for the successful continuation of key files under the Hungarian Presidency. A large majority of MEPs expressed great satisfaction towards the results of the Belgian Presidency. Hungarian Minister of State for transport Mr Pál Völner presented the priorities of the Presidency stressing the importance of a sustainable and integrated transport system for a strong Europe. MEPs expressed their willingness to ensure good and efficient cooperation.
Committee on the Environment (ENVI)
End January, the ENVI committee’s members considered the Commission working document “Analysis of options to move beyond 20% greenhouse gas emission reductions and assessing the risk of carbon leakage” (Rapporteur Bas Eickhout, Verts/ALE, the Netherlands). A public hearing on the above document is foreseen for 28 February 2011 in the ENVI Committee. Furthermore, the EP Delegation composed by 26 MEPs which took part in the Cancun climate conference (6 to 10 of December 2010) reported back to the ENVI Committee on the outcome of the conference and the "Cancun agreements". 

Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)
On 10 February, the AFET Committee adopted with a vast majority (51 votes in favour and 5 against) the Motion for a Resolution on Turkey’s Progress Report 2010. The resolution inter alia deplores the fact that Turkey has not met its obligation of the full, non-discriminatory implementation of the Additional Protocol to the Association Agreement, underling that this will continue to affect the process of negotiations, and calls on the government to fully implement it. During the vote, MEPs approved an amendment calling Turkey to sign and ratify the UNCLOS without further delay. The plenary vote is expected in the second week of March.
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